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WATERSHEDS, STREAMS, AND WETLANDS

Traditional Hawaiian

management models

recognized the key

importance of fresh

water and the

opportunities to manage

water resources in a

basin-wide context

called the ahupua`a.

Beginning at the top of

the mountains, the

ahupua`a follows the

ridgeline, down

enclosing valleys and

their resources, and

extends out to the

nearshore coral reefs

and sea. This is what

we typically refer to as a

watershed. Within the

ahupua`a, traditional

conservation and

management practices were based on indigenous knowledge, with a respect

for the land and water.

One of the many waterfalls in East Maui.


